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Muslims, Trust and Cultural Dialogue: Building Bridges Across Cultures through Online Engagement

Muslims, Trust and Cultural Dialogue is an RCUK-funded international research project that explores trust between Muslims and non-Muslims in Britain, Europe, and North America. Including for the first time approaches and paradigms from the realms of society and citizenship, culture and the arts, and business and finance, our work asks what stands in the way of building intercultural trust, how can trust be fostered between groups, and what paradigms for trust creation can one sphere of activity offer that may be transferable to others.

Efforts in promoting online communication

In the realities of modernity, we also actively promote all forms of online communication to maintain friendly relations between cultures. There are several online activities that can bring people of different cultures together and foster cross-cultural interaction:

	Virtual Cultural Exchanges: Online platforms can facilitate virtual cultural exchanges where people from different cultures can connect and share their traditions, customs, and experiences. These exchanges can include video calls, online presentations, or interactive workshops, allowing participants to learn about each other's cultures and engage in meaningful conversations.
	Language Exchange Programs: Online language exchange platforms enable individuals from different cultures to connect and practice language skills with each other. Participants can communicate through video calls or messaging to learn and exchange languages, fostering cultural understanding and building friendships across borders.
	Collaborative Projects: Platforms that allow for collaborative projects, such as art, writing, or music, can bring people from diverse backgrounds together. Participants can collaborate virtually on creative endeavors, combining their unique perspectives and cultural influences to produce something meaningful and culturally diverse.
	Online Games and Multiplayer Platforms: Online gaming platforms and multiplayer games provide avenues for people from different cultures to come together and collaborate in a virtual environment. Online poker platforms provide a unique opportunity for individuals from diverse cultures to come together and engage in a shared recreational activity. Poker transcends cultural boundaries and allows players to interact, strategize, and compete in a virtual environment.
	Discussion Forums: Online forums and discussion boards focused on specific topics like literature, philosophy, or social issues provide opportunities for people from different cultures to share their viewpoints and engage in constructive dialogues. These platforms can foster understanding, empathy, and cross-cultural learning through respectful and open-minded discussions.
	Virtual Cultural Events: Online platforms can host virtual cultural events, such as music concerts, dance performances, or cooking demonstrations. These events allow people from different cultures to showcase their talents, traditions, and artistic expressions, creating a space for cultural appreciation and celebration.
	Learning Communities: Online learning platforms and courses that encourage interaction among participants can bring people from different cultures together. Participants can engage in discussions, share insights, and learn from each other's perspectives, enriching their educational experience with diverse cultural knowledge.




While engaging in online activities, it is important to foster an environment of respect, inclusivity, and cultural sensitivity to ensure meaningful and positive interactions between individuals from diverse backgrounds.

The project engages with philosophical and theoretical paradigms around trust and intercultural relations, but also with practical 'ground-level' situations where trust is built. An international cast of scholars and stakeholders have taken part in this work, and the fruits of their labors can be found on this site. We are especially proud to have teamed up with Professor Akbar S. Ahmed, the Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies, American University, Washington D.C., for the British leg of his Journey into Europe. Muslims, Trust and Cultural Dialogue is committed to creating a new space for understanding intercultural relations now and in the future.
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